Southwest 2008 Cotton Crop
Still Has Problems

Positive growing conditions for the 2008 cotton crop
can be found in many areas across Oklahoma, Texas
and Kansas. Here, in Kiowa County, Oklahoma, cotton
planted no-till in wheat stubble is doing well under irri-
I gation produced by a center pivot irrigation system.
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Altus, Ok., Sept. 7, 2008, NTOK Cotton-
Cotton growing in North Texas, Oklahoma
-~ and Kansas, while maturing rapidly, still

~ has problems.

Setbacks earlier in the growing season from excessive wind and rain, cou-
pled with a period of dry weather, are the main culprits in the crop's growing
season, according to reports from agronomists at Texas A&M and Oklahoma
State University.

Reports from the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service, dated Sept. 7,
2008, find only 10 percent of Texas cotton in excellent condition. Oklahoma
cotton reports only 11 percent in excellent condition and Kansas with 10 per-
cent. Results of the weekly survey show Texas cotton conditions at 31 per-
cent good, 32 percent fair, 18 percent poor and nine percent in very poor con-
dition.

Oklahoma's crop is in similar condition with 34 percent good, 38 percent fair,
13 percent poor and four percent in very poor condition.

Kansas' cotton crop shows 50 percent in good condition, 25 percent in fair
condition, 10 percent poor and five percent in very poor condition.

At the same time of year in 2007, 10 percent of the Texas cotton was re-
ported to be excellent, 39 percent in good condition, 28 percent fair, 14 per-
cent poor and six percent in very poor condition.



IUSDA estimates for the 2008-09 cotton crop are 35,000 harvested acres in Kan-
sas, 170,000 harvested Oklahoma acres and 3,400,000 harvested acres in Texas.

Average yield in harvested pounds of lint per acre for the 2008 crop are estimated
to be 603 pounds in Kansas, 819 pounds in Oklahoma and 734 pounds in Texas,
according to the USDA-NASS August, 2008, crop production report. In Kansas,
100 percent of the cotton is setting bolls, Oklahoma has 99 percent and Texas 95
percent.

Bolls opening this week are 21 percent in Texas, 29 percent in Oklahoma and 15
percent in Kansas. These figures are comparable to the same week in 2007 with
24 percent open then in Texas, 15 percent in Oklahoma and one percent in Kan-
sas, according to the USDA report.

This report is courtesy of NTOK Cotton, a cotton industry partnership which sup-
ports and encourages cotton production in North Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas.
For more information on the cotton scene, see okiecotton.org and ntokcotton.org.




